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Relocating the Residents of the Foote Homes Development

Memphis Housing Authority has
written anotherchapterin A (b6bk

Asof January30, 2017 all residents
of the Foote HomesDevelopment
have relocated Some of the

residents were relocated to other

public housingunits/sites Others
were issuedvouchersthrough the

Housing Choice Voucher (HCV)
Program The HCV Program
(formerly Section8), held housing
fairs at the BenjaminHooksLibrary
andon site. MHAalsoconducteda
bus tour to various Memphis
apartment communities for the

residents The Relocationprocess
washandledbya | ! Ak&et

ManagementDepartmentin concert
with Urban Strategies ncorporated

Firsta letter (alongwith a brochure)
wasissuedto inform the residentsof

the relocation process Meetings
were then conducted with the

residents regarding the relocation
process Oncevoucherswere issued,
the relocation team assisted
residentswith packingand movingto

new housing All expensesvere paid

This included moving expenses,
application fees, security deposits,
andfeesfor connectingutilities.

Now it is time for the beginningof
the constructionprocess Demolition
will begin andthe landscapeof what
was Foote Homes will be forever
changed The end of an era ¢ the
end of traditional public housing
family developmentsin Memphis,
Tennessee
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L CeXcitedto sharewith you our first editionof the d a | !
¢ 2 R havsletter Thisis one of the manyareasof focus
(more specificallycustomerservicethat | committedto as
the head of this organization Progressn the work of the
Choice NeighborhoodInitiative ($29,750000 grant from
HUD) implementationof internal controls improvingthe
morale of MHAemployeesand addressingesidentneeds
have been my primary focus We are truly striving for
excellencandnothinglessat MHA
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On March, 2, 2017 Dt Ben S Carson,Sr, was swornin as the 17" Secretaryof the U.S
Departmentof Housingand Urban Development(HUD) SecretaryCarsonwill now lead a

%o | cabinet agencywith approximately8,000 employeesand an annual budget totaling more
than $40 billion. Amonghisfirst actionsin hisnewrole, SecretaryCarsoris planninga cross
country listeningtour of selectcommunitiesand HUDfield offices SecretaryCarsonwas
quoted as sayingd learnedthat A (diigult for a child to realizetheir dreamsif he or she
R 2 S daveniproperplaceto live,andL Qg8ehfirst handhow poor housingconditioncan
rob a personof their potentialé

MHA PHA Plan

A) Negotiationsare underwayby the Agencyto purchasethe Senior
buildingandPhasd of the CollegeParkproject(187units)

B) Demolitionof Phasel of Foote Homeswill start by 2nd quarter of
2017 followed by the Phasel closingand start of construction
Approvalwill be soughtfor a & & S y2 A/ 2 d@3dignatedfacility in a
future phase

C) TheAgencyplansto askHUDto expandthe servicesprovidedby the
ROSS&rantCoordinatordo the otherapplicableMHAproperties

D) The Agencywill work with public and private partners to add
additional affordable housing units by utilizing Project Based
Voucherdn SouthCityandUptown

E) PublicHousingunits slatedfor modernizationin the upcomingplan
year center upon existingunits located at the four highrisesand
Kefauvei erraceandMontgomeryPlaza

F) TheAgencywill submitapplicationdfor other CapitalFundGrantsas
theybecomeavallablencludmgsafetyandsecurltygrants

ffx_k%ﬁ TheMayor 6s Memphis 3.0

Aspart of the Memphis3.0 Initiative to guide Memphisinto our 3
century, MHA is a member of the Housing & Infill Working
Committee Thequestionhasbeen posedto us how Memphiscan
createmore opportunityfor its people? . . what Memphiscando to
attract more people,jobs, andinvestment?. . . .what the visionfor
Memphisis and how land can be better used to achieveit? An
examination of neighborhoods, transportation and economic
developmenitalignedto makethis a Cityattractiveto all.

1st Annual Memphis Housing Authority Company Picnic

Being able to enjoy |
timeasateam |k
makes us a stronger R
organization

THE WOMEN
FOUNDATION
FOR A
GREATER
MEMPHIS

Ruby Bright
Executive Director/CAO
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The2 2 Y S FduadationFor A
Greater Memphis is truly an
MHA partner and supporter
The efforts of the WFGM this
year alone have provided more
than $200,000 in direct financial
support of the MHA Connect
HomeProgram Thisis just one
of the many collaborations
PepygerWEGTgMga,
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You dan't want 1o miss the Women'a Faundation for a Greater Memghis

ANNUAL
TRIBUTE LUNCHEON

Thursday, April 27, 2017

LEGENDS AWARD RECEPTION
Thursday, April 135, 2017

Resident Advisory News

& 2 K HdmeMeansto a S goster
contest - Entry deadline May 1,
2017 Entriesshould be mailedto
the Maryville Housing Authority;
311 Atlantic Avenue,Maryville, TN
37801¢ Attention: NancyBurnette
(Pleasamailflat docs only)
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MH A 6Senior Staff Attorney Retires

MHA Attorney GregoryL. Perry,retired
in Januaryafter 30 yearsof dedicated |IIl|#
service Mr. Perry was known for his
sinceredesireto servethe residentsof
the Memphis Housing Authority He
ushered the agency through many
complicated redevelopment activities
and wasknown for his culinaryskillsas
well. We wishhimwellandthankhim.

MHA Board of Commissioners

Sevendedicated citizens of the City of Memphis and
Shelby County who are appointed by the Mayor of
Memphisserveasthe policymakingboardfor the agency
Theirnamesare listed on the front of this newsletter The
MHA Boardof Commissiormeets monthly on the fourth
Thursdayof the month at 9:00am in the MHA 2"d floor
board room (will meet on 5" Thursdaythis month).
Agendas are posted on the | 3 Sy Onkeldide
(www.memphishaorg) the weekprior to the meeting
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Housing Choice Voucher (HCV)
Program Highlights.

The MHA HCV Program received a NAHRO
Award of Merit then a National Award for its
HCVinformal HearingProgramEnhancements
The Memphis Housing Authority (MHA)
recognized that when a Housing Choice
Voucherassistedhouseholdviolated program
obligationsto ensurefairnessthere neededto
be an impartial processbetweenthe PHAand
family When a termination results however,
regulations require an informal hearing for
participantsto appealin a waythat assureslue
process and fair  opportunity to
challenge With these considerationsn mind,
the Universityof Memphis Schoolof Lawand
the MemphisHousingAuthority embarkedon
a partnership aimed at enhancinga | !
informal hearing process, providing impartial
hearings for participants, and providing
experiential learning opportunities for law
students Thistype of programenhancements
an exampleof why the HCVProgramis a high
performer The agencyinitiated a Landlord
AdvisoryBoardbut is goingto work to further
develop the concept so it provides ongoing
valueto the programalongwith its participants
andowners/agents

Dr. R. Q. Venson Hi -Rise
Black History Program

In an amazingtribute to the
accomplishments of African
Americansn the City, Stateand
Country, the residents of the
Dr R Q. VensonCenterheld a
wonderful black  history
program in February The
program demonstrated the
journey of those who came
Zubeforeus

Gregory McNeal
Resident President
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The residentsof Venson
Center and their special
guests listen with rapt
attentiveness to the
program



